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Approximation theory for C*-algebras has driven intriguing developments such as the classification programme for  
nuclear C*-algebras, or the structure theory of group C*-algebras and of crossed products. The depth of this relation 
became only clear after the groundbreaking work of Eberhard Kirchberg on tensor products and approximation properties 
of C*-algebras, with its astounding applications to (at first sight unrelated) important problems, most prominently the 
Connes embedding problem and the classification of (purely infinite) nuclear C*-algebras. The meeting will highlight  
a number of breathtaking recent advances on these topics, taking Kirchberg' s foundational work as a common thread. 
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